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WEST  INDIES. 


BAHAMA  ISLANDS. 

By  Consul  Lorin  A.  Lathrop,  Nassau,  June  30,  1930. 

The  Bahama  group  iiichtdes  29  islands,  G61  small  islets,  and  over 
3,000  reefs,  the  whole  having  a  surface  measurement  of  4,446 
square  miles.  Intercommunication  is  by  schooner;  external  com- 
munication which  is  somewhat  irregular,  is  by  steamship,  motor 
boat,  or  schooner  w^ith  New  York,  Sliami,  and  Jacksonville.  The 
population  of  the  archipelago  is  56,000,  of  which  from  75  to  90  per 
cent  is  colored.  The  people,  many  of  whom  are  illiterate,  live  under 
j^rimitive  conditions.  There  are  no  manufacturing  industries.  The 
principal  field  product  is  sisal,  the  chief  marine  product,  sponges. 
Early  tomato  growing  for  the  American  winter  market  is  an  infant 
industry,  promising,  but  not  yet  organized  as  to  grading,  packing,  or 
transport.  Subtropical  and  citrus  fruits,  coconuts,  and  avocado  pears 
are  grown  in  limited  quantities  and  locally  consumed.  No  wheat  and 
little  corn  are  produced  and  nearly  all  food,  with  the  exception  of 
fresh  beef  and  mutton,  is  imported  from  the  United  States.  «There  is 
said  to  be  a  revival  of  the  salt-gathering  industry  at  Inagua  Island, 
and  there  is  a  promise  of  experiment  with  sea-island  cotton  on  New 
Providence.  There  is  some  cutting  of  pine  timber  on  Abaco  Island 
for  the  Cuban  market,  and  a  small  cannery  for  pineapples  on  the 
island  of  New  Providence. 

Details  of  Import  Trade. 

The  total  imports  into  the  Bahamas  were  valued  at  $1,967,210  in 
1913;  in  1918,  $1,834,973;  in  1919,  $2,630,455.  Comparisons  between 
years  can  not  fairly  be  made,  as  the  Bahama  customs  have  changed 
the  system  of  classification.  At  least  four-fifths  of  the  imports  in 
every  class  come  from  the  United  States,  and  it  has  tlierefore  been 
thought  best  to  give  the  figures  in  some  detail.  The  Bahamas  are 
not  an  indefinitely  expanding  market,  and  the  statistics  will  disclose 
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some  of  their  limitations  to  intending  exporters.    The  following  table 
gives  the  principal  imports  for  1913,  1918,  and  1919 : 


Articles. 


RAW  IfATERIALS. 


Coal 

Cotton,  raw 

Lumber 

i-'eeds 

ShiriKles 

Turtle  shell 

Bimnses 

All  other  articles. 


$11,590 


Total. 


TEXTILES,  CLOTHING,  ETC 


Boots  and  shoes 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Puck 

Hosiery 

Piece  goods , 

other 

H;i  Iwrdashery 

Ihits  and  caps 

HlXs 

All  other  articles 


1913        1918 


2.5, 176 
r),395 
16,000 


S6S 
3,512 


(«) 

(«) 
(«) 

(0) 

(a) 

(») 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 


Total 335,785 


OILS  AND  PAINTS. 


CasoILnc 

Kerosene 

I'aints 

Turpentine 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


FOOD  PRODUCTS. 


Beans  and  peas , 

Biscuits  and  bread , 

Butler , 

Cheese , 

Coffee: 

Raw 

Roasted 

Confectionery 

Corn , 

Corn  meal  and  hominj'. 

Flour,  rye  or  wheat 

Fruit,  tfopicad ,  fresh 

Lard  and  substitutes 


S,371 
21,473 


454 
9,922 


?3,107 


28, S05 
785 

13,951 

220 

3,510 

300 


50, 078 


(") 

(«) 
(«) 
(o) 
(a) 
(o) 
(a) 

{«) 
(o) 


(o) 


13,  .551 
34,195 

20,088 

332 

C,  878 


40,220     75,044 


7,166 
3,946 
27,537 
7,220 

13,GG3 
3,976 


6,327 

82, 859 

217,454 

8,  ICO 
50,624 


2,000 

2,302 

18,317 

4,444 

6,937 

1,698 

2,546 

39,883 

61,199 

350,426 

551 

64,448 


58, 034 
1,(383 

78,098 

i,20:i 

10,751 
3,141 
10,488 


113,458 


80,707 

21,083 

11,898 
223,820 

82,634 
9,229 

15.780 
1,795 
8,473 


455,410 


1.5,283 

30,  (»0 

29,8.59 

5.56 

8,210 


83, 908 


2,020 

8,951 

34, 795 

10, 254 

14,951 

4,0(_i3 

8,141 

9,020 

121,203 

431, 503 

971 

85,605 


Articles 


1913 


FOOD  PE0DX7CTS— COntd. 

Meats: 

Cured, etc 73,517 

Hams  and  bacon 

Poultry  and  game . . 

Milk 

Oleomargarine 

Potatoes  and  onions 

Preparations    of    food, 


Preserved  fish,  fruit,  etc. 

Rice 

Sugar: 

AVhite , 

other 

Tea 

All  other  articles 


165,790 
61,941 

23,980 

41,083 

5,420 

5,205 


Total. 


MANLTACTURED 
PRODUCTS. 


Ammunition 

Bicycles 

Candles: 

Tallow 

Other 

Cement 

Chicken  and  dairy  feed. 

Cordage,  twine,  etc , 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Earthen  and  glass  ware 

Electrical  goods , 

Fertilizers 

Furniture , 

Machinery 

Matches , 

Motor  boats 

Motor  cars 

Motor  cycles 

Musical  instruments.... 

Nails 

Oats 

Packages,  empty 

Paper  bags,  boxes,  etc.. 

Soap 

Starch 

Stationery  and  toys 

Tinware  and  hardware. 

Specie 

AVrecked  goods 

All  other  articles 


21,400 


7,58.5 
9,551 


844,410 


551 
3,459 

795 

639 

44 

27, 688 

42, 171 


1918 


49, 780 


24,580 
7,878 
10,151 

46,902 


86,375 

9,600 
93,628 
50,702 

3,263 


138,449 
9,898 
5,234 


36,200 


937,010 


400 
1,454 

751 

180 

6,790 

27,258 

38,634 

22,936 

3,527 

9,449 

2, 502 

9,688 

6, 185 

5,507 


6,346 
9,429 
CS 
6,385 
4,785 


12,980 

7,863 
16,712 


Total 570, 359   349, 262 


154,107 

25, 780 

176 

60,600 


2,849 


■3,034 
5,156 


54,712 
15,532 
16,697 
5, 241 
11,532 
76,326 


59,468 
9,849 


39,948 
12,390 
12,566 

53,829 


64,854 

22,980 

111,634 

6,532 

8,268 


1,137,453 


3,283 
2,663 


278 
8,946 
5,844 
38,224 
23, 522 
11,863 
13,  S78 
16,322 
13,4(3 
34,283 
18,688 


21,341 


6,058 
16,864 


3,527 
6,541 
16,117 
46,556 
10, 556 
20,431 
3,643 
11,410 
30,015 


17,663 
190,718 


565, 276 


a  Figures  not  given. 

Excess  of  imports  over  exports  anniiall}'  recurs  and  is  normally 
adjusted  by  winter  tourist  expenditures  and  freight  earnings  of 
schooners,  but  the  balance  against  the  colony  in  1919  was  greater 
than  usual  owing  to  the  fact  that  prices  of  imports  rose  propor- 
tionally higher  than  those  of  exports.  Food  products  accounted 
for  imports  to  the  value  of  $1,137,453.  One-half  the  food  imports 
consists  of  flour  and  corn  meal,  and  nearly"  all  the  butter,  cheese, 
bacon,  lard,  and  fats  are  of  United  States  origin.  All  textiles, 
clothing  materials,  clothing,  and  boots  and  shoes  are  imported,  and 
the  value  of  such  in  1919  Avas  $455,419.  Boots  and  shoes  are  of  white 
duck  with  leather  or  canvas  soles.  Quality  must  necessarily  be  sec- 
ondary to  price  to  a  colored  population  of  limited  buying  power. 
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Most  of  the  lumber  is  imported,  but  the  total  for  the  year,  includ- 
ing shingles,  Avas  below  $100,000. 

All  machinery  and  manufactured  articles  are  of  outside  origin. 
The  total  import  of  machinery  in  1910  was  valued  at  $84,283 ;  of 
motor  cars,  at  $21,341;  of  hardware,  $30,015;  of  twine,  $38,224;  of 
medicines,  $23,522;  of  soap,  $20,434,  Imports  of  many  kinds  hare 
been  lessened  in  quantity  (though  they  have  greatly  increased  in 
recorded  values),  chiefly  because  prices  have  checked  consumption, 
but  also  because  orders  could  not  be  filled  and  when  filled  could 
be  shipped  only  after  great  delays  at  New  York,  because  of  limited 
steamship  service.  Imports  of  whisky  in  1913  were  2,215  cases, 
valued  at  $10,712;  in  1918,  1,G12  cases,  valued  at  $11,971;  and  in 
1919,  18,313  cases,  valued  at  $165,224.  More  than  100,000  cases  were 
imported  in  the  first  quarter  of  1920,  as  a  result  of  the  United 
States  law  forbidding  exports  after  Januar}:'  16.  Imports  of  to- 
baccos, cigars,  and  cigarettes  are  valued  at  about  $50,000  per  annum ; 
the  British  cigarette  made  of  American  tobacco  is  the  favorite. 

Analysis  of  Trade. 

In  the  year  1913,  25  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  the  Bahamas 
came  from  British  sources;  22  i^er  cent  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
1^  per  cent  from  Canada,  and  IJ  per  cent  from  other  British  pos- 
sessions. The  share  of  Canada  is  slightly  underestimated  for  the 
reason  that  part  of  its  export  was  shipped  through  the  United  States 
and  is  therefore  credited  in  Bahamas'  accounts  to  the  latter  country. 
The  United  States  contributed  71  per  cent,  the  rest  of  the  world 
contributing  only  4  per  cent.  In  1918,  17  per  cent  of  Bahamas'  im- 
ports came  from  British  sources,  the  United  Kingdom's  share  hav- 
ing been  reduced  to  5  per  cent,  that  of  Canada  remaining  nearly  as 
in  1913,  and  that  of  Jamaica  (chiefly  exports  of  sugar  and  rice) 
having  risen  to  10  per  cent.  The  contribution  of  the  United  States 
was  82  per  cent.  In  1919  the  United  Kingdom's  share  was  slightly 
in  excess  of  6  per  cent,  that  of  Canada  just  under  4  per  cent,  of 
other  British  possessions  8  per  cent,  and  of  the  United  States  nearly 
81  per  cent. 

The  United  States  held  its  war  gains  through  the  jeav  1919,  not- 
withstanding the  fall  of  exchange.  This  heavy  handicap,  at  one 
time  35  per  cent,  now  about  20  per  cent  discount  in  the  value  of  the 
pound  sterling,  has  checked  American  imports,  not  by  diverting  the 
course  of  trade,  but  by  limiting  consumption.  Its  effect  in  encourag- 
ing imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  will  become  more  percep- 
tible as  communication  with  England  becomes  easier  and  as  British 
manufacturers  recover  capacity  to  fill  orders.  Xassau  importers  are 
eager  to  reestablish  old-time  relations  with  British  exporters  and 
manufacturers  and  will  seize  every  chance  to  buy  in  England. 
Political  and  personal  sentiment  is  a  powerful  influence  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  the  movement  toward  commercial  affiliation  with  Canada 
gathers  strength.  If  steamship  communication  between  the  Domin- 
ion and  the  Bahamas  should  be  established  a  strong  effort  would  be 
made  not  only  to  import  the  food  products  and  manufactures  of 
Canada  but  also -to  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  by  way  of 
Halifax  or  Canadian  ports  rather  than  by  way  of  New  York. 
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Exports  by  Articles. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  the  Bahamas  in  1913  was 
$1,287,578;  in  1918,  $1,350,915;  in  1919,  $1,8G-1,09G.  The  exports  of 
food  products  (nearly  all  of  which  went  to  the  United  States)  and 
of  raw  materials  were  as  follows  in  1913,  1918,  and  1919: 


Articles. 

1913 

1918 

1919 

Articles. 

1913 

1918 

1919 

FOOD  rKODUCTS. 

$620 
263 

$1,039 

6,863 
8,405 

2,015 

98 

7,253 

37,029 
6,293 

24,851 

RAW  MATERIALS— 

coutinued. 

Bark: 

Cascarilla     and 

sittings 

Other 

$4,761 
1,776 
1,078 
1,.502 

97,049 

35,102 
2,322 

512 
180,512 
28,512 
60, 566 
236, 654 
167,7.56 
25,927 

23,068 
707 

S366 

517 

541 

2,044 

7,615 

6,473 
722 

Fish: 

Dried 

S8,058 

Fresh..           .  . 

$4,560 
1  717 

9,912 

2,922 

176 

30, 185 
1,829 

231 

4,068 

29 

1,790 

4,180 
541 

Cotton 

4  785 

Grapefruit 

Hides  and  skins 

Lumber 

6,332 
1  132 

Peas 

Shells  and  marine 
curios 

Pineapples — 

36,361 
439 

35,487 
27,702 

180,414 
5,195 

166 

Wood 

Raw 

Sponges: 

Glove 

R?w 

Grass   . 

92,428 
12,307 
34,439 
226,973 
144,130 
14,702 

15,019 

204  203 

Hardhead 

Reef 

73  839 

Honey . .                .  . 

1,239 
7,995 
3, 649 
4,687 

70'532 

Salt 

8,654 

Velvet 

460,561 

Wool 

159  107 

1,898 

570 

Yellow 

28, 8 14 

Refuse  and  clip- 
pings   

Total  ... 

53,926 

121,992 

111,434 

14, 400 

All  other  articles 

Total 

668 

EAW  MATERIALS. 

1,S03 
339,3.56 

2,263 
627, 135 

824 
415, 273 

1,209,023 

1,187,674 

1,632  500 

Sisal: 

Waste 

Other 

Analysis  of  Export  Trade. 

In  1913  the  United  Kingdom  received  14  per  cent  of  the  Bahamas' 
exports,  the  Xetherlands  nearly  7  per  cent,  France  over  5  per  cent, 
and  the  United  States  47  per  cent,  the  remainder  having  been  dis- 
tributed among  various  West  Indian  islands  and  other  countries; 
the  share  of  Canada  was  nominal.  In  1918  the  United  Kingxlom  took 
6  per  cent,  (Janada  a  little  over  1  per  cent,  France  5  per  cent,  Cuba 
2  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  83  per  cent.  In  1919  the  United 
Kingdom  received  16-|  per  cent,  the  Netherlands  and  France  about 
8  per  ccot  eacli,  Canada  and  the  British  West  Indies  less  than  1  per 
cent  each,  and  the  United  States  about  64  per  cent. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  during  1918  and  1919 ;  there  were  no  shipments  to  the  insular 
possessions  of  the  United  States : 


Articles. 


Bark 

Dyewood:  I.ogv.ood 

Fruits: 

Fresh 

Pineapples,  preserved  .  . . 
Fibers,  ana  manufactures  of: 

Sisal 

Sisal  waste 

Manufactures  of 

Fish 

Shells 


S9.53 


3S,93S 


,  1,") 


14,  V&T 


,104 
,208 

,.525 
,325 

,216 
869 
991 
,938 
,S97 


Articles. 


Skins  and  hides 

Sponges 

Sponge  clippings 

Vegetables: 

Tomatoes 

Tomatoes,  canned . 

other 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1918 


S2,163 
366,896 


66, 572 

36,965 

31 

12,977 


1,273,225 


1919 


86,757 

543,656 

3,999 

46,595 

18,508 

5,026 

11,567 


1,1.39,581 
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